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Main screen  
 

Tracky shows in its main screen  the earth surface as a grid. On top of it, maps, tracks and Points Of Interest (POIs) are depicted.  

 

 

Main screen.  

icon  description  

 

your current position  

 

latest known position  
(if GPS is unable to determine position)  

 

track (configurable color)  

 

grid line  

 

start of track  

 

end of track  

 

zoom bar  

(the label shows the length of the zoom bar)  

 

marker  

 

distance and angle ruler  

 

target  

(other)  Point Of Interest (POI) with configurable icon  

Legend.  

 

You can set a marker by tapping with your stylus on the screen. This marker is used a.o. as center point for zooming. By setting 
the marker on a POIs or track, more information about this POI or track is given. Furthermore, the marker can be used to set 
the ruler that shows the distance and angle between two points. The marker will be removed if you tap  it again.  



You can freely scroll through the area with your stylus by moving it over the screen. You can use the zoom bar to change the 
size of the visible area. Tap the ó+ô or ó-ô buttons to zoom in or out by a factor 2, or move your stylus along the zoom bar for 
finer zoom levels. You can also use the up/down/left/right hardware keys of your PDA to scroll through the area. If you have a 
digit key -pad, then press ó1ô key to zoom-out and the ó3ô key to zoom-in. The scroll -wheel on your PDA can also be used  to adapt 
the zoom level.  

Hyper zoom  

By pressing the icon  on the zoom bar, you activate the hyper zoom  feature: the zoom level will change such that you see the 
entire world:  

 

Hyper zoom.  

This overview picture shows your position and also the positions of your tracks and POIs. You can tell that hyper zooming is 
activated if the  icon is enlarged and shown with a red flashing border (see picture below). By pressing the icon  again, 
hyper z oom is deactivated and the selected position (or selected POI or track) is shown.  

Overlays  

Several overlays are projected on top of the main window. They show additional information which can also be requested via on e 
of the available tools. The purpose of  overlays is to access this information (in brief format) without having to navigate to one of 
these tools. By clicking on one of the overlays, an associated tool will show up. To hide/show each of these overlays, please  read 
Config settings tab Overlay  and Configure settings tab PDA .  

 

Overlays.  

1)  Basic info:  



a.  Track length and time of current track recordi ng (only visible when a track is being recorded). Click it to start the 
Trackalyzer tool . 

b.  Distance to target and expected time to  arrival:  

¶ when no target is selected, these fields show a question mark (ó?ô) 

¶ if a POI is selected as target, the icon  is shown, and the distance and expected time to  arrival to this 

POI are shown  

¶ if a track is selected as target, first the icon  is shown, and the distance and expected time to  arrival to 

the nearest track point are shown  

¶ once the start of the track is reached, the icon changes to , and the distance and expected time to  

arrival to the finish of the track are shown  

Click it to start the Trainer tool .  

c.  Connection status of GPS device and #satellites in view. Click it to start th e Satellite status tool . 

d.  Speed. Click it to start the Speed alert tool . 

2)  Pressing this small button will show/hide the menu bar.  

3)  Speed alert which only shows up if a certain maximum or minimum speed is exceeded. Clicking it has no effect.  

4)  The compass shows the heading direction. If furthermore shows the relative position of the start of the recorded track 
(if a track is being record ed), the relative position of the target with navigation hints (if a target is set). Click it to start 
the Dashboard tool . 

5)  The óLocatorô overlay shows the position with possibly a conversion to Grid, Datum, or Degrees/Minutes/Seconds 
notation. Click it to start the Locator tool . 

6)  This button gives access to the óBig Button Menuô, see below. This menu will also show up when you press the óselectô 
key of your PDA.  

7)  The zoom bar (explained in the previous chapter).  

8)  The óDirectionsô overlay shows the first written direction hints in order to get to your target. Click the button on the left 
to start the Directions tool . 

 

Big Button  Menu  

Pressing button (6) gives access to the Big Button Menu. The main menu  gives access to several submenus which will be 
explained in the remainder of this document. You can leave the main menu or any of its submenus by pu shing the button Back . 
If you again press button (6) then the main or sub menu will show -up which has been accessed last time. All menus can also be 
accessed via the menu bar at the bottom of the main screen, but you will find the Big Button Menu probably much more 
convenient if you want to control the application by your fingers instead of the stylus. The menu items can also be selected by 
using your up/down/left/right keys on your PDA.  

 

The main menu.  

 

View  
 



The view submenu looks as follows:  

 

The view submenu.  

 

The top -most arrow buttons allow you to jump to the previous and next submenu (left and right arrow, re spectively), and to go 
back to the main menu (up arrow). It furthermore gives the following options:  

1.  Set target  

The target will be set at the position of the marker (or at the current user position, if no marker is set).  

2.  Goto target  

The screen will jump to  the target position. This option can only be selected when a target has been set.  

3.  Delete target  

The target will be deleted. This option can only be selected when a target has been set.  

4.  Reset user pos  

The user position is reset at the position of the marker. This option can only be selected if no proper signal is being 
received from your GPS device, or you disabled your GPS device (see Configure GPS ).  

5.  Goto user  

The screen will jump to the user position.  

6.  Follow current pos  

Enables/disables the auto follow mode. When enabled, the screen will automatically follow the user position. The 
orientation of the screen will be set according to the configuration done in Config  -  tab view . If the marker has been set, 
then this auto following mode is temporarily overruled. Once you remove the marker (by tapping with your stylus on 
the marker position), the auto follow mode is activated again.  

 

GPX  
 

Tracky can deal with GPX files.  Such files contain so called POIs  and/or tracks  (or so -called routes ). Tracky visualizes all POIs 
and tracks. You can download GPX files from various sites, but you can also make GPX files yourself. You first need to import  
them in Tracky as explained in import/export . The GPX menu looks as follows:  



 

The GPX submenu.  

 

It gives the following options:  

1.  Select  

Select a Points Of Interest (POIs) collection  or a track from one of the available GPX files for further operation, see 
below.  

2.  Details  

Show details of the currently selected POIs collection or track, see below.  

3.  Add POI  

Add a POI at the marker position (or at the current user position if no marker is set).  

4.  POI details  

Shows the details of the currently selected POI, see GPX details dialogue . 

5.  Record track  

Start and stop recording the track you are travelling. If a recording is stopped, the track is stored, an d a new track is 
created once the recording is started again. On creation, a pop -up shows up which allows you to choose to create the 
track in a new GPX file or in an already existing GPX file.  

6.  Search  

Search in several databases for POIs, see Search . 

 

If you choose the option Select , you enter the GPX dialogue :  



 

GPX selection dialogue.  

An overview is given of all available GPX files. The + and ï buttons on the left can be used to expand the tree view and see the 
POIs and/or tracks of each GPX file. The checkboxes indicate which POIs and/or tracks should be visible (checked) or hidden 
(un checked) in the main screen. Select a GPX file and press the new  button to create a new track in this GPX file (only 1 POIs 
collection is allowed per GPX file) and use the button rename  to rename the file. Press the delete  button to delete a track or to 
em pty a POIs collection, and press the details  button to enter the GPX details dialogue . 

GPX details  

The GPX details dialogue  has 2 tabs for POIs collections, and an ad ditional tab for tracks.  

 

GPX details dialogue -  Info.  

 

GPX details dialogue -  POIs.  

 

GPX details dialogue -  Track.  

 

The tab ñGPX details dialogue ï Info ò gives some general information/notes of the POIs collection or track. The name  field and 
the text area allow you to write down some notes. For tracks, you can change the style of the track line by pressing the butt on 
style . A Color wheel dialogue  allows you to set the color and width of the track . 



 

Color wheel dialogue.  

The tab ñGPX details dialogue ï POIsò gives a list of all POIs. This list is also shown for tracks, where each track element is listed. 
You can change the re lative order of the POIs by the arrow button on the left hand side. The following options are given:  

1.  Target  

The selected POI is set as target. If the POI is part of a track, then the track is automatically set as target. This means 
that that the navigation  hints will guide you along the track. In Configure settings  tab óTargetô, you can choose to 
navigate along the track in reversed direction (from finish to start). By default, navigating a track will be done in the  
recorded direction.  

2.  Delete  

The selected POI is deleted.  

3.  Show  

The selected POI is shown on the main screen.  

4.  Details  

Details of the selected POI are shown, see the POI details dialogues  below.  

5.  Back  

Any edits on this  POIs collection or track are stored and you return to the previous screen.  

The tab ñGPX details dialogue ï Track ò gives information of the track, it is only supported for tracks, not for POIs collections. It 
gives information of the track distance and time, the max/min/average speed and altitude, and the total elevation and decline. 
The checkbox óexcl. stopsô allows you to exclude (checked) or include (unchecked) possible stops/breaks during the track 
recording. Thi s affects the time and thus the average speed.  

 

POI details  



 

POI details dialogue -  Info.  

 

POI details dialogue -  Data.  

 

Symbol picker dialogue.  

 

The POI details dialogues show detailed information of a POI. Four tabs are supported. The buttons on the lower part of the 
screen have a straightforward operation and need no further explanation.  

The tab ñPOI details dialogue -  Info ò gives the name, a telephone number, and some text that you like to note down about this 
POI. If you press the óCallô button, the phone number will be dialed, obviously only if you have a phone enabled PDA. In the tab 
ñPOI details dialogue -  Data ò, you can set the GPX file and POIs/track object in which this POI is stored. You can see the date 
and time when this POI is created (read only). The symbol of this POI can easily be changed by pressing the button by which y ou 
enter the Symbol picker dialogue . The exact coordinates of the POI can be inspected/changed by pressing the button with the 

icon . 

 

 

POI details dialogue -  Image.  

 

POI details dialogue -  Web.  

The tab ñPOI details dialogue -  Image ò allows you to associate a picture to the POI. Edit the path to the picture by editing the 
text box or by clicking the button with ñ...ò. The path can be either point to a locally stored picture, or it can be a reference to a 
picture somewhere on the web (URL notation). The tab ñPOI details dialogue -  Webò allows you to associate a web address to the 
POI (URL). Edit the web address by clicking the button with ñ...ò. Note that this window only shows up properly if you have a 
valid internet connection on your PDA.  

 

Search  
 



The option óSearchô in the GPX menu allows you to directly access and search in various internet databases with interesting POIs. 
As an example, we show how to search for pizza restaurants around the Arc de Triomph. First make sure the main screen is 
focused at the a rea you want to search in, see below where the Arc de Triomph is in the center of the screen (step 1). Next, 
enter the Search dialogue via the GPX menu, search in óGoogle Local Searchô (step 2), search for ópizzaô, and store the results in 
ósearch.gpxô. Next, choose a nice icon style, and press the button óSearchô. An hour glass will appear and some seconds later you 
will be informed how many POIs are found, i.e., 10 in this case! (step 3). You will return to the main screen and see the exa ct 
positions of a ll found POIs (step 4). The result is stored in ósearch.gpxô which you can further inspect via for example the GPX 
details dialogue  as explained before (step 5 and 6).  

 

 

Step 1: focus main screen.  

 

Step 2: initiate search in the Google 
database.  

 

Step 3: 10 POIs are found!  

 

 

Step 4: main screen shows found POIs.  

 

Step 5: select one and go to POI details.  

 

Step 6: see the address and telephone 
nr.  

 

Currently, the following databases can be accessed:  

1.  Geocaching.com  

This database is the most famous database for geo -caches. Maximum 500 (!) geo -caches which lie in the main screen 
are found. You can choose to search for all geo -caches in the given region,  or only for found, not - found, owned, and/or 
not -owned geo -caches (you need to be logged in at www.geocaching.com  first). Each found geo -cache will automatically 
get an icon representing the type of geo -cache (earth, event, hybrid, in -out, mega, multi, mystery, traditional, virtual, 
or webcam geo -cache). In the POI details dialogue, the tab óWebô shows details of the geo-cache. I was surprised by the 
enormous amount of geo -caches around; one o f them is almost in my backyard!  

http://www.geocaching.com/


2.  Google Local Search  

This database typically contains businesses (restaurants, tank stations, hotels, etc.). You can in the field óSearch forô 
specify what to search for, as demonstrated in the example above. The 10 nearest POIs will be shown, these do not 
necessarily lie in the area of the main screen but can be slight off as well. The found POIs have a description which 
typically describe more details of the POI, for example the telephone number of the business. Just press the óCallô 
button in the POI details dialogue to make a phone to any of the found POIs.  

3.  Panoramio.com  

This database contains millions of photos. Search in it and check the tab óImageô in the POI details dialogue to see these 
photos.  

4.  Weather database  

A sear ch in this database will return the most nearby weather station. The tab óInfoô in the POI details dialogue show the 
actual weather condition at the found weather station.  

5.  Wikipedia  

The famous Wikipedia database at www.wikipedia.org also contains location based information. Search in it and check 
the tabs óImageô and óWebô in the POI details dialogue to get detailed information. 

6.  Yahoo Local Search  

This database is comparable to the one of Google and it also contains all kinds of businesses. It only works in  America 
though, I hope Yahoo will expand its scope to other regions as well. You can in the field óSearch forô specify which 
business to search for. The 10 nearest POIs will be shown, these do not necessarily lie in the area of the main screen 
but can be slight off as well. The found POIs have a description which typically describe more details of the POI, for 
example the telephone number of the business. Just press the óCallô button in the POI details dialogue to make a phone 
to any of the found POIs.  

 

Ma p  
 

Maps are pictures of for example street maps or satellite photos. For novice users, it is strongly recommended to use the onl ine 
Google maps or the free maps as are available at the TrackMe  section.  Expert users can import their own maps and calibrate 
them so that they show -up at the correct positions and at the correct scale. The Map menu looks as follows:  

 

The Map submenu.  

It gives the following options:  

1.  GoogleMaps  

Gives access to the GoogleMaps dialogue, see below.  

2.  Select  

Select a Map of the available Own maps.  

3.  Details  

Show details of the currently selected own map.  

4.  Calibrate  

Start or stops calibration of the currently selected own map.  

index.html#TrackMe.html


5.  Set ref 1  

Sets 1 st  reference point of currently selected own map.  

6.  Details  

Sets 2 nd  reference point of currently selected own map.  

 

Online GoogleMaps  

GoogleMaps is a service of Google. They provi de world -wide satellite maps, street maps, hybrid maps (a combination of satellite 
and street maps), and terrain maps. GoogleMaps is fully integrated in Tracky so that you can use all these maps very easily. To 
enable this service, press the Enable  button.  Next, simply select the map type you like to use. When you press Back , you will 
return to the main window. The maps of your choice will then be downloaded from Google, see the screenshots below. Enabling 
óhigh resolution mapsô will give more detailed maps. More data needs to be downloaded, so the download time will increase if 
you enable this. By deselecting checkbox ódownload if not in cacheô, you can choose not to download any more maps, but only 
use the maps which have been downloaded before and are sto red in the cache folder.  

Obviously, you need internet access on your PDA to download maps:  

1.  via GSM, GPRS, EDGE, or UMTS: you need to have agreed on an internet service with a mobile operator, or  
2.  via WiFi to your own wireless router, or  
3.  via a connection to your internet enabled PC (with USB, serial cable, or BlueTooth)  

Once maps have been downloaded, they are stored in a cache folder on your PDA. These maps will still be available if your PDA  
no longer has internet access, even if you restart Tracky or your PDA. Since not many people have contract with mobile 
operators yet, the typical usage of this service is as follows:  

1.  connect your PDA to your PC (see option 3 above)  
2.  enable GoogleMaps by choosing your preferred map type  
3.  move and scale the screen to those a reas for which you like to see the maps, wait until these maps are properly shown 

(this sometimes takes a couple of seconds since your download connection can be slow)  
4.  repeat steps (2) and (3) for a different map type if you like  
5.  now disconnect your PDA an d turn it off  

Now get to the place where you like to use Tracky, and start it. You will see that all downloaded maps are still available!  

Still, I can believe that you find the above steps too difficult and/or time consuming to do. There is an easier way  to get your 
cache filled with the maps you need. Check out the PC tools mentioned under issue (8) at the Q&A section . With these (free!) 
tools, you can download maps for any given region and zoom level on your PC. Afterwards, you c an simply copy the generated 
maps to Trackyôs cache folder. 

 

 

Online GoogleMaps dialogue.  

 

Satellite maps.  

 

Street maps.  
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